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The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
MAZIE K. HIRONO, a Senator from the
State of Hawaii.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, look down from Heaven
to see those who passionately seek
Your presence. Listen to our prayers.
Lord, our hearts are steadfast toward
You, so lead our Senators safely to the
refuge of Your choosing. Thank You for
giving us a future and a hope.

Today, give our lawmakers the power
to do Your will as they fully realize
they are servants of Heaven and stew-
ards of Your mysteries. Provide them
the wisdom to make faith the litmus
test by which they evaluate each ac-
tion as they refuse to deviate from the
path of integrity. Lord, keep them
from being careless about their spir-
itual and moral growth.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 18, 2022.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable MAZIE K. HIRONO, a
Senator from the State of Hawaii, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Ms. HIRONO thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Nina Nin-Yuen Wang, of Colo-
rado, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Colorado.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
CORONAVIRUS
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,

first, let me thank all of my colleagues
for their kind words during my time
isolating due to COVID last week. As
you can see, I have made a full recov-
ery after experiencing only mild symp-
toms, thank God. COVID has done in-
calculable damage to scores of Amer-
ican families, but because I was fortu-
nate enough to be vaccinated and dou-
ble boosted, my case was not as bad as
it could have been.

I urge all Americans who have not
been vaccinated yet to talk to their
doctors and get the vaccine, if possible,
and then get boosted when the time is
right. Speaking from personal experi-
ence, it makes all the difference in the
world.

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE

Now, Madam President, the Senate
gavels back in for the second week of
an exceedingly busy work period. There
is a lot we must do quickly to lower
costs and improve the lives of Amer-
ican families.

On the nominations front, we will
continue confirming as many of Presi-
dent Biden’s qualified judges and ad-
ministrative appointees as possible.
Last week, the Senate confirmed our
70th Biden-appointed Federal judge, on
a voice vote, and this week we intend
to keep going by confirming Judge
Michelle Childs, of South Carolina, to
serve as a circuit judge on the very,
very important DC Circuit.

Very soon, the Senate must also take
swift action to pass the PACT Act for
a second time in order to correct a
technical error that arose in the House.
This legislation will be the most im-
portant healthcare reform bill that our
veterans have seen in years, and there
is absolutely no justification—none
whatsoever—to delay the swift passage
of this bill.

And, most importantly, the U.S. Sen-
ate must finish work on one of the
most urgent priorities facing this
Chamber: addressing the chip shortage
that is hurting American consumers,
decimating our supply chains, and en-
dangering our national security.

For the information of all, tomorrow,
we are going to hold the first proce-
dural vote on legislation to address
these critical issues, which both sides
have been working on for months. As
we speak, Democrats and Republicans
are hashing out the final details on a
bill so we can move forward this week.

The chip shortage is not some ab-
stract issue; it is impacting the daily
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lives of millions of Americans. Cars, re-
frigerators, and other household appli-
ances require chips to function, but
supply shortages mean prices have
gone up and up and up for those goods,
and Americans have to wait months
just to get a hold of them. If you want
to help with inflation and get it down,
this bill is an important bill to vote
for, and we can take a giant step to-
ward fixing this problem if we act now.

Last week, the Secretaries of Com-
merce and Defense told us plainly that
‘““our economic and national security
depends on our ability to invest in the
technologies of today and tomorrow.”

So, again, we need to move quickly.

Right now, some of the most impor-
tant manufacturers in our country are
weighing where to make their invest-
ments in semiconductor production.
Many of them are holding off on final
decisions to see what Congress does,
but they are not going to wait around
forever.

As one company told the Wall Street
Journal, ‘“Without these incentives
[from Congress], the capital invest-
ment required for [expanding produc-
tion] is not economically viable in the
United States given other global alter-
natives.”

Other countries have copied our leg-
islation, and they are offering compa-
nies huge amounts of money to locate
there, and that, of course, will endan-
ger our security—economic and na-
tional. The message is not subtle. If
countries do not think it is profitable
to make chips here in America, they
are going to go somewhere else.

Countless good-paying American jobs
are on the line, and billions of dollars
in economic activity are on the line. As
I said, our national security is at
stake. For these reasons, I urge my col-
leagues to move forward tomorrow.

Of course, as we work on chips legis-
lation this week, I urge my colleagues
on the conference committee to con-
tinue finalizing the larger jobs and in-
novation package that both sides have
been working on for months.

I want to see this Chamber send a
compromise bill to the President’s
desk because this is so important for
the future of our country and for our
national security. I have worked for
more than a year with Republicans to
get a competition and innovation bill
done, so I strongly support my col-
leagues as they keep working.

In the meantime, we must take steps
to get chips done as soon as we can.
This is about lowering costs, increasing
manufacturing, and making sure we
are competitive with our rivals abroad.

The 21st century will belong to na-
tions willing to invest in the tech-
nologies and innovations of tomorrow.
I want to get there first, but to do that,
the Senate must act this week.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.
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The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 989.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the nomina-
tion.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Gregory Brian Williams, of
Delaware, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Delaware.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 989, Greg-
ory Brian Williams, of Delaware, to be
United States District Judge for the District
of Delaware.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Sherrod Brown,
Tammy Baldwin, Tina Smith, Jeanne
Shaheen, Chris Van Hollen, Elizabeth
Warren, Catherine Cortez Masto, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Christopher Murphy,
Maria Cantwell, Christopher A. Coons,
Mazie K. Hirono, Jack Reed, Gary C.
Peters, Tammy Duckworth.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Mr. SCHUMER. Now, Madam Presi-

dent, I move to proceed to legislative
session.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 971.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the nomina-
tion.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Natasha C. Merle, of New
York, to be TUnited States District
Judge for the Eastern District of New
York.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I

send a cloture motion to the desk.

July 18, 2022

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 971,
Natasha C. Merle, of New York, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of New York.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Richard Blumenthal, Alex Padilla,
Christopher A. Coons, Gary C. Peters,
Elizabeth Warren, Magzie K. Hirono,
Tammy Baldwin, Tina Smith, Mark R.
Warner, Edward J. Markey, Robert P.
Casey, Jr., Martin Heinrich, Jeanne
Shaheen, Sherrod Brown, Margaret
Wood Hassan.

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, I ask unani-
mous consent that the mandatory
quorum calls for the cloture motions
filed today, July 18, be waived.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER
The Republican leader is recognized.
INFLATION

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
last week, American families’ pain was
confirmed by yet another round of
awful statistics. Year-on-year inflation
set a new 40-year high in June. The
painful fallout of Washington Demo-
crats’ 2021 spending binge continues to
spread. A loaf of bread costs the Amer-
ican consumer 10 percent more than it
did a year ago. A dozen eggs will run
you 33 percent more. The price of a gal-
lon of gas, of course, rose more than 100
percent on Democrats’ watch.

Across the board, the American peo-
ple’s hard-earned dollars are not going
nearly as far as before Democrats’ in-
flation. Even as nominal wages rise,
millions of families have seen their
real income decrease; a net pay cut for
workers, courtesy of Washington
Democrats’ runaway spending. No won-
der three out of four Americans—three
out of four—say inflation is causing
them financial hardship. Seventy-five
percent of the country is in a tough
spot.

Of course, it is not affecting everyone
equally. The lowest earning Americans
consistently spend larger portions of
their incomes on the sort of essentials
that are most expensive right now,
from housing to fuel, to groceries. And
workers in blue-collar industries are
among those having the hardest time
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